LETTER  FROM   COURT
19.    The Governor General in his letter to your Board of the 8th
December 1781, at Benaras, having remarked on the precipitance with
which the captors of Bijeghur proceeded to a division of the  treasure2
and other valuable effects found  there, without waiting  your decision
thereon,  we  direct  that  the  conduct  of  the  commanding  officer   upon
this  occasion  be  immediately -enquired  into  by  a  court  martial,   and
that you acquaint us with the result by the first opportunity.
20.    Lieutenant Hugh Stafford who, we  advised you  in our  letter
of 3ist May 1781, had our permission to proceed on a Dane .ship, being
disappointed of that opportunity, now returns  to  his rank on one of
His  Majesty's  store  ships.
21.    Since writing our letter of the  iath ultimo, we ha\c received
a  letter from  the  Right  Honorable   the  Secretary   at  War,  dated   gth
ultimo, copy whereof is enclosed, signifying that upon the death ot the
late Earl of Seaforth His Majesty was pleased to appoint Colonel Hoimber-
stone of the looth Regiment to the 78th Regiment, and to direct that
from  the   igth  February  last,   the  field  officers  of   the   78th   Regiment
should   consist   of   two   lieutenant   colonels   and   one    major    instead
of   one  lieutenant  colonel   and   two  majors,   and   that   Colonel   Bruce
was appointed to the command of the looth Regiment vice Humbcrstonc,
in consequence whereof the corps has one colonel and two majors instead
of one lieutenant and two majors; and as the 78th and looth Regiments
make part of His Majesty's forces which, by an Act passed in the year
1781, are to be paid for by the East India Company, we therefore give
you  this  information   that  you   may   regulate   yourselves   agreeable   to
the aforesaid Act.
22.    Your proceedings of the 7th of July  1781  respecting  the  road
to be made from Calcutta to Chunargur could not fail to attract our
notice.   This undertaking we find is to cost the Company at least two
lacks and a half of rupees.
23.    When   we   consider   the   enormous   amount   of   your   military
charges, the scarcity of cash at our other Presidencies whereby they are
unable to pay the troops, the want of money for the provision of an
investment, and the absolute necessity of every rupee being applied lo
the (purposes  abovementioned,  we  are  astonished  at  the  measure;   nor
can we withhold our surprize at your having agreed to allow the officer
appointed  to  superintend  the work   the  enormous  gratuity  of  50,000
sicca rupees, which we can by no means give our consent to, but if upon
the completion of the business the officer shall appear entitled to some
reward we will,  upon your  recommendation,  take   the  same  into  our
consideration*
24.    In time of peace, and with a flowing treasury, there might not
have been much objection to a work of this kind, but even then the
matter ought to have been submitted to our previous consideration and
final  determination,  agreeably  to  our  orders  of  the   i6th  April   1777,